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2 Feb 2010
To participants,
Camp Patriot is excited to announce that we will be participating in the 150th Anniversary ride of the Pony Express!

The National Pony Express Association, NPEA, has been reenacting the mail carry between Missouri and California for over 30 years. NPEA’s mission statement is to keep this exciting part of Western American History alive. This year is the Sesquicentennial celebration and 150th Anniversary of the Pony Express. A good friend of mine Jack Rhodes, a trail captain in the NPEA, is a direct descendant of Major Howard Egan.  Mr. Egan was the superintendant of the Pony Express between Salt Lake City and Roberts Creek, Nevada.  He was also the rider to bring the first pony express mail to Salt Lake City.  The Pony Express was created by William H. Russell; Majors & Waddell created the pony Express to help get carry mail from the east to the west coast where many folks wanted to get the news faster than they were getting it, which sometimes took up to six months!  Majors organized the route into five divisions, numbered east to west. The first leg ran from St. Joseph, Mo., to Fort Kearny, Nebraska Territory on the Platt River. The second went to Horseshoe Station near Fort Laramie, Wyoming Territory.  These traced the route of the Oregon and California trails, with a dip into today’s Colorado at Julesburg. The third took the emigrant trail to Fort Bridger and the Salt Lake Valley in Utah.  The fourth, to cross the Great Basin, followed a route opened in 1858 by James Simpson that ran south of the Great Salt Lake desert to Roberts Creek Station, north of today’s Eureka, Nevada. The fifth leg was crossing the Nevada desert and rugged Sierra Nevada, finally arriving at Sacramento and San Francisco, California.
Pony Express Facts:  St. Joseph, MO to Sacramento, CA Distance- 1,900 miles

                                      Number of horses: 420 (peak)

                                      Number of riders: 80 (peak)

                                      Average speed: 7 miles per hour

                                      Average time: 10 days

                                      Distance per rider: 60-120 miles each



         Distance between stations with fresh horses: 10-15 miles

                                      Distance between home stations with new rider: 60+ miles 
                                      Rider salary: $120-$125 per month

The Pony Express lasted only 19 months, the associated glamour, both fact and fiction, has assured it a large and lasting chapter in the history of the West.  California stayed firmly with the Union during the Civil War thanks to correspondence carried by the Pony Express.  In all, a dramatic thundering page had been written in American History. Young riders were eager to have work but met with many serious challenges with the Indians and the elements. 
Camp Patriot has learned that prior to 9/11 we had two Special Forces soldiers still training with pack mules and horse training.  The Army was questioning a need to continue this training.  Then 9/11 and the terrorist attacks hit our soil.  This training was thrust to the front line in our need to combat these terrorists in the remote mountains of Afghanistan. 
Camp Patriot in continuing our mission of taking United States disabled Veterans on outdoor adventures has teamed with Jack Rhodes to take some of our special operations members on this exciting and historic ride.  We are currently planning the ride through the great state of Utah.   Camp Patriot is excited to have a number of Companies involved with this fantastic adventure and would like you to participate as a valuable member of the team.  Many of the companies involved will be donating product for the ride.  We will be videoing this event as well as getting product shots for the companies involved.  Camp Patriot will also sending out press releases to promote the event along with the National Pony Express Association.
Thank you for your time and we hope you will participate with us in these amazing adventure!
Micah Clark
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